Crowd-Representatives

the value with which the crowd invests them, as uttered
on its behalf and in conformity with its views.

Elected representatives of the people are those about
whom the public knows most and whose representative
capacity they most clearly understand. Some of them
have reached the positions they occupy by crowd-com-
pulsion, more by crowd-exposition, and yet more by
personal relations with leading individuals, who are able
to put them forward and procure their election. For
when it comes to the act of election, all any crowd can do
is to choose between the two or three individuals who
have succeeded in obtaining nomination, and efficient
nomination is not made by the crowd but by the organ-
isers who control it. It follows that amongst the elected
personages who represent crowds the large majority pos-
sess none of the qualities of crowd-compellers or crowd-
exponents. They do not in their heart and nature express
its emotions, either' because they have imposed theirs
upon it or because they have actually absorbed its emo-
tions and made them their own. They are merely indi-
viduals who have adopted a set of opinions for public and
practical use, while their own true opinions remain un-
affected, or locked in the privacy of their own hearts.
Thus the following conversation is related to have taken
place between two famous leaders of their respective
parties about twenty years ago. "Has it never happened
"to you/' inquired the first, "among all your mutations of
"opinion, to feel that in fact the principles of our party
"are more in accordance with your own views than are
"those of the party to which you belong?'* "No!"
replied the other, "because, of the two, the principles of
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